Our Mission
The Carbon Utilization Research Council (CURC) is an industry coalition focused on technology solutions
for the responsible use of our fossil energy resources in a balanced portfolio to support our nation’s need
for reliable and affordable energy. Created in 1998, CURC serves as an industry voice and advocate by
identifying technology pathways that enable the nation to enjoy the benefits of abundant and low cost fossil
fuels in a manner compatible with societal energy needs and goals.

About CURC
The strength of our coalition derives from the breadth of its membership, which includes coal producers,
electric utilities that rely upon coal and natural gas for electricity production, equipment manufacturers
and technology innovators, national associations that represent the power generating industry, and state,
university and technology research organizations.
CURC believes that future energy needs can be effectively met through collaborative public and private
sector research to expand technology choices for private sector commercialization. Members of CURC
work together to evaluate technology development needs, design appropriate research and development
programs to enable those technology choices, and identify federal programs and policies that are needed to
support this activity.
CURC engages in advocacy efforts with policymakers, NGOs and other stakeholders to ensure that
development of advanced fossil energy technology options are an integral part of the larger national energy
plan. Our successful track record is evidenced by three decades of fossil based electricity generation with
significantly lower emissions per unit of energy used.
CURC has built a positive and non-partisan reputation before the U.S. Congress and throughout the Executive
Branch as a knowledgeable organization that can be relied upon for technology data and policy ideas in
support of our mission.

CURC TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM
Since its inception in 1998, CURC has been the principal actor in the design and development of several federal
programs that support fossil energy technology development and deployment. Members of CURC have
developed a 21st Century Fossil Energy Program which outlines a set of initiatives that will ensure that costeffective, commercially tested technologies are developed to provide affordable, reliable energy from fossil fuels
in the future:
Preserve Value of Existing Fleet: A set of recommended actions that government can undertake
to support the continued use of reliable, low-cost, power from the existing fleet necessary to power a
growing economy.
Ensure Diversity of Energy Supply Options: A proposed set of actions designed to
augment industry’s R&D efforts by encouraging incentives and addressing technical,
regulatory and financial risk barriers to new technology deployment, which are
necessary to move promising technologies beyond the laboratory.
Transformational Technology Roadmap: An industry-developed technology
Roadmap that clearly identifies technology areas that need public and private
sector support to develop new, transformational technologies that will result
in a diverse, balanced generation portfolio of the future.
Industry and International Collaboration:
An effort to address
mechanisms or models to minimize or eliminate risk and advance
commercialization of new fossil fuel technologies based upon industry
collaboration as well as international cooperation.

Benefits of Technology to the U.S.
Low cost energy to power the economy: Technology to improve the
efficiency, cost and environmental competitiveness of fossil fuel use will
provide power generators more options through which they can manage,
grow and diversify their generating fleets.
Jobs and economic opportunity: Technology will support the global growth
in energy use that will be powered by fossil fuels. Successful technology
development will:
»»

Create an industry with high-paying, skilled jobs in both energy production
and other industries that utilize fossil fuels, and will create energy infrastructure
job opportunities; and

»»

Enable the U.S. to dominate both a domestic and international fossil energy technology
market to supply equipment to power the global growth in fossil fuel use.

Energy security and independence: Advanced generation technologies can yield significant energy security
benefits given the abundance of U.S. fossil fuels we have available to us. Development and deployment of those
technologies will:
»»

Ensure a balanced generation portfolio and availability of future energy supply options derived from
fossil fuels; and

»»

Supply the growing need for low cost carbon dioxide (CO2) necessary to recover as much as 50
billion barrels of crude oil through enhanced oil recovery (EOR). Technology to capture CO2 will
provide low cost carbon dioxide necessary to produce crude oil, as well as reap the benefit from the
continued utilization of our vast coal and natural gas resources.

CURC SERVICES
Government Relations and Advocacy
CURC is a source of unbiased, technology-based information to Congress, the Administration, and state
policymakers. Members of CURC assess and identify development needs of technologies that will enable
the cost-effective and environmentally sustainable use of coal and gas to supply our electricity needs, as well
as other useful forms of energy and manufacturing feedstocks. This analysis serves as the basis of CURC
recommendations of policy tools necessary to leverage private sector investments in technology solutions and
ensure those technologies are adopted in commercial markets. CURC structures and participates in
education and advocacy efforts to equip policymakers with information necessary to advance
federal efforts to implement these policy tools.

Membership and Information Services
CURC provides our members with timely and relevant information on events
in the U.S. Congress, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), and other federal
agencies, such as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), that
impact our members’ business related to the use of fossil fuels. The scope
of CURC’s activities is not simply reporting and describing, but providing
in depth analysis and discussion related to potential outcomes of various
policy and regulatory initiatives, and the impact of those on CURC
members. CURC staff also support member-specific requests on specific
matters, participate in meetings with policymakers and CURC members,
and regularly make presentations to and on behalf of member companies
in support of our technology advocacy program. CURC also hosts three
membership meetings annually, and convenes numerous subcommittee
meetings throughout the year.

Value of Membership
CURC meets and communicates with senior level policy makers in the Executive
Branch to enhance Department of Energy efforts in the development of advanced coal
and gas technologies.
CURC has widespread outreach in Congress, and the CURC message benefits from the credibility
cultivated by our work with members in Congress on both sides of the aisle; our bipartisan message
allows Members to be “for” technology development that will ensure strong markets exist in the future for our
coal and gas resources.
Participation in CURC provides significant networking opportunities both with industry and policymakers.
Through meetings and the deliberative policymaking process, CURC members have the opportunity for
interaction with industry stakeholders that help to promote our collaborative efforts.
Active participation in all of CURC’s activities and initiatives ensures the priorities of each CURC member are
considered in the development of policy proposals, such as the development of legislation or comments on
proposed regulations, and ultimately reflected in proposed federal programs.
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Coal Producers
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Trade Associations

Arch Coal, Inc.
Cloud Peak Energy Resources LLC
Lignite Energy Council
Peabody Energy

Lehigh University
Ohio State University
Pennsylvania State University
Southern Illinois University
University of Kentucky/CAER
University of Wyoming
West Virginia University

American Coal Council
American Coalition for Clean Coal
Electricity (ACCCE)
Edison Electric Institute (EEI)
National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association (NRECA)

State Organizations

American Electric Power (AEP)
Basin Electric Power Cooperative
Duke Energy Services
LG & E and KU Services Company
Southern Company
Tri-State Generation &
Transmission Association

Equipment Suppliers
B&W Power Generation Group, Inc.
Caterpillar Global Mining
General Electric
LP Amina LLC
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries
America, Inc. (MHIA)

United Mine Workers of America
International Brotherhood of
Boilermakers
International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers

Energy Industries of Ohio
Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of
Commerce
Illinois Coal Association
Pennsylvania Coal Alliance
Kentucky Energy & Environment
Cabinet
West Virginia Coal Association
Wyoming Infrastructure Authority
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CoalBlue Project
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Leadership
Co-Chairs
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Duke Energy

Michael Flannigan
Senior Vice-President
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Research Organizations
Battelle
Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI)
Gas Technology Institute
University of North Dakota Energy &
Environmental Research Center

Leadership Council

Officers

Scott Gossard
Vice President,
Engineering & Technology
B&W Power Generation
Group

Treasurer
Jason Lynn
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Caterpillar, Inc.

Amanda Campbell
Director & Executive Counsel
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& Policy
General Electric

Secretary
Michael Stroben
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Policy Analysis & Strategy
Duke Energy

CONTACT US
Shannon Angielski
Executive Director
(202) 298-1825
sma@vnf.com
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